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Description Subject Coverage 

Established by the American Geosciences Institute (AGI) in 
1966, GeoRef is AGI’s most comprehensive geosciences 
database with worldwide coverage growing by more than 
100,000 references a year. The database contains over 3.3 
million references to geoscience journal articles, books, maps, 
conference papers, reports and theses. ProQuest Deep 
Indexing: Earth Sciences supplements GeoRef with access to 
millions of indexed charts, figures, graphs, maps, photographs, 
and tables from the scholarly research and technical literature. 

GeoRef includes an online thesaurus that provides definitions of 
the terms, along with broader, narrower, and related terms. 

 

  

 

The subject coverage of the publications indexed in 
GeoRef includes the following major areas: 

 Areal Geology  

 Economic Geology  

 Energy Sources  

 Engineering Geology  

 Environmental Geology  

 Extraterrestrial Geology  

 Geochemistry  

 Geochronology  

 Geomorphology  

 Geophysics  

 Hydrology  

 Marine Geology  

 Mathematical Geology  

 Mineralogy  

 Mining Geology  

 Paleontology  

 Petrology  

 Seismology  

 Stratigraphy  

 Structural Geology  

 Surficial Geology and Instrumentation  

 
Date Coverage Update Frequency 

1963–present Weekly, Monthly 

  

Geographic Coverage Document Types 

International  Reports 

 Books and Monographs 

 Conferences, Symposia, Meetings 

 Government Documents 

 Journal Articles 

 Theses and Dissertations 
  

Publisher 

GeoRef is produced by the American Geosciences Institute. Questions concerning file content should be directed to: 

American Geosciences Institute Telephone: +1- 703-379-2480 ext. 230 
GeoRef Fax: +1-703-379-7563 
4220 King Street Email: snt@agiweb.or 
Alexandria, VA 22302 Contact: Sharon Tahirkheli 
USA   
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Terms & Conditions 

The GeoRef database is copyrighted by the American Geosciences Institute (AGI). Search results received by Customer 
in machine-readable form remain the property of the American Geosciences Institute (AGI). AGI takes care to provide 
accurate representation of geologic literature, but assumes no liability for errors or omissions and makes no warranties, 
express or implied, including, but not limited to, any implied warranty of merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose 
and assumes no responsibility for Customer's use of information.  

AGI has reserved the right to terminate access to this database at any time and for any reason without prior notice. 

Dialog Standard Terms & Conditions apply. 
 

Notes:   

Field codes may be used in searches entered on the Basic Search, Advanced Search and Command Line Search pages.  
The tools available for searching are Search Fields, Limit Options, Browse Fields, Thesaurus, “Narrow Results By” 
Limiters and Look Up Citation.  Each is listed separately below.  Some data can be searched using more than one tool. 

SEARCH FIELDS 

Field name Field 
code 

Example Selectable 
from 
Advanced 
Search Form 
drop-down 
menu 

Available 
as Limit 
Option 

Available 
Look Up / 
Browse 

Displayed 
In 
Document 
View 

Description and 
Notes 

Abstract AB ab(soil near/1 
geomorphic) 

Yes No No  Yes Use adjacency 
and/or Boolean 
operators to narrow 
search results. 

Accession 
number  

AN an(2010-043847) Yes No No Yes  A unique document 
identification 
number. 

All fields ALL all(monograph* and 
fossil* and australia*) 

Yes No No Yes  Use adjacency 
and/or Boolean 
operators to narrow 
search results. 

Author AU au(brett, robin) Yes No Yes Yes  Includes all Authors. 

First author FAU fau(brett, robin) Yes No Yes Yes First author is 
included in Author 
browse, but its 
position cannot be 
specified in the 
Author browse. 

Corporate 
author 

CA ca(geological survey 
western australia) 

Yes No No Yes   

Author 
affiliation 

AF af("bureau of economic 
geology") 

Yes No  No Yes Displays in Source 
Details field. 

Availability AV av(geological survey 
western australia) 

Yes No No Yes Displays in Notes 
field.  

Classification CC cc(29a) 
cc("economic geology") 

Yes No Yes Yes Use either 
Classification codes 
or names. 

CODEN CODEN coden(cagpav) Yes No  No  Yes   

Conference 
information 

CF cf(economic 
environmental 
sustainability pakistan) 

Yes No No  Yes   

http://support.dialog.com/terms
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Field name Field 
code 

Example Selectable 
from 
Advanced 
Search Form 
drop-down 
menu 

Available 
as Limit 
Option 

Available 
Look Up / 
Browse 

Displayed 
In 
Document 
View 

Description and 
Notes 

Copyright CY cy(georef) Yes No No Yes   

Country of 
publication 

CP cp(united kingdom) Yes No No Yes Displays in  
Publisher field. 

Date of last 
update 

LUPD lupd(2010101 - 
20110201) 
lupd(2010101:2011020
1) 
lupd(2011-01-17) 

No No No Yes Date.  

Document 
feature 

DF df(map*) 
df(photograph) 

Yes No No Yes   

Document 
title 

TI ti("united states 
earthquakes") 
ti("united states" near/4 
earthquake*) 

Yes No No Yes Use adjacency 
and/or Boolean 
operators to narrow 
search results. 

Document 
type 

DTYPE dtype(abstract) No Yes No Yes   

DOI (Digital 
Object 
Identifier) 

DOI doi(10.1016/j.geomorp
h.2011.02.013) 

No No No Yes  

Editor ED ed("smith, bernard j") Yes No No Yes   

Format 
covered 

FC fc(map) Yes No No No    

Holding 
library 

HL hl(geological survey) Yes No No No   

ISSN ISSN issn(0590-7403) No No No Yes Hyphens are 
optional. 

Issue ISS iss(3) No No No Yes  

Language LA la(french) Yes Yes No Yes   

Summary 
language 

SL sl(english) Yes No No No   

Last update 
date 

LUPD lupd(20111201) 
lupd(20110901-
20110930) 
lupd(20110901:201109
30) 

No Yes No Yes  

Latitude & 
longitude 

LL ll(n185600) Yes No No No   

Location LOC loc(canada) No No No Yes  

Map MP mp(topograph*) Yes No No No   

Monograph 
title 

MT mt("petrophysical 
properties of crystalline 
rocks") 

Yes No No Yes   

Notes NT nt(photograph*) 
nt(appendices) 
nt(correction) 

Yes No No Yes   

Pagination PG pg(5-9) No No No Yes The start page is 
searchable on the 
Look Up Citation 
page. 
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Field name Field 
code 

Example Selectable 
from 
Advanced 
Search Form 
drop-down 
menu 

Available 
as Limit 
Option 

Available 
Look Up / 
Browse 

Displayed 
In 
Document 
View 

Description and 
Notes 

Publication 
date 

PD pd(20081001) 
pd(2008-01-15) 
pd(20100101-
20101231) 

No Yes No Yes   

Publication 
title 

PUB pub("geological society 
special publications") 

Yes Yes Yes Yes   

Publication 
year 

YR yr(2007) 
yr(2009-2010) 
yr(2009:2010) 

No Yes No Yes   

Publisher PB pb(pergamon) Yes No No Yes   

Report 
number 

RP rp(of 2011-1022) Yes No No Yes Retain exact spacing 
and hyphens. 

Resource 
location 

RL rl(national) Yes No No Yes Searches and 
displays URL. 

Sponsor SP sp(geological survey) Yes No No Yes Displays in Publisher 
field. 

Subject SU su("stony meteorites") Yes Yes Yes Yes Subject terms may 
be selected from the 
online thesaurus. 

Tag TAG tag(precambrian) Yes No No Yes User-added tags are 
displayed at the 
bottom of the record. 

Document 
title 

TI ti("united states 
earthquakes") 
ti("united states" near/4 
earthquake*) 

Yes No No Yes Use adjacency 
and/or Boolean 
operators to narrow 
search results. 

Update UD ud(2011-05) Yes No No Yes Date revised by AGI. 

Volume VO vo(4) No No No Yes   

 

LIMIT OPTIONS   

Limit options are quick and easy ways of searching certain common concepts. Check boxes are available for: 

Peer reviewed, Latest update 

Short lists of choices are available for: 

Document type, Language 

Date limiters are available in which you can select single dates or ranges for date of publication. 

 

BROWSE FIELDS 

You can browse the contents of certain fields by using Look Up lists. These are particularly useful to validate spellings or 
the presence of specific data. Terms found in the course of browsing may be selected and automatically added to the 
Advanced Search form.  Look Up lists are available in the fields drop-down and in the search options for: 

Subject heading 
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in the search options only for: 

Classification 

and in the fields drop-down only for: 

Author, Publication title 

 

THESAURUS 

The GeoRef Thesaurus is available by clicking on the “Thesaurus” hyperlink on the Advanced Search page. Thesaurus 
terms may be searched within the thesaurus, then selected to be added automatically to the Advanced Search form. 

 

“NARROW RESULTS BY” LIMITERS 

When results of a search are presented, the results display is accompanied by a list of “Narrow results by” options shown 
on the right-hand panel. Click on any of these options and you will see a ranked list showing the most frequently occurring  
terms in your results.  Click on the term to apply it to (“narrow”) your search results. “Narrow results by” Limiters in GeoRef 
include:  

Source type, Publication title, Document type, Record type, Subject, Classification, Location, Tags, Language, 
Database, Publication date  

 

LOOK UP CITATION   

If you need to trace a particular bibliographic reference, use the Look Up Citation feature. Find a link to this toward the top 
left-hand corner of the Advanced Search page, or in the drop list under Advanced on any search form; click this and you 
will go to a form where you can enter any known details of the citation, including document title, author, journal name, 
volume, issue, page, publication date, ISSN. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact the Dialog Knowledge Center 
Within North America 1 800 3 DIALOG (1 800 334 2564)  
Outside North America 00 800 33 DIALOG (00 800 33 34 2564)  

Email: Customer@dialog.com  

mailto:Customer@dialog.com

