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Description Subject Coverage 

The International Pharmaceutical Abstracts (IPA) database 
provides comprehensive coverage of worldwide pharmaceutical 
and related healthcare literature and is used by professionals in 
every area of health care by medical librarians and researchers 
in the pharmaceutical and cosmetic industries.  Topics range 
from drug use, adverse reactions and drug interactions to 
pharmacy practice, drug research and technology.  The scope 
of topics covered ranges from clinical, practical and theoretical 
to economic and scientific.   

The IPA database covers more than 800 international 
pharmaceutical, medical, cosmetics, and other health-related 
journals, including all United States pharmacy journals.  
Beginning in December 1988, AHFS meeting presentation 
abstracts are also included. 

 

 

 

 Adverse Drug Reactions  

 Biopharmaceutics  

 Drug Analysis  

 Drug Evaluations  

 Drug Interactions  

 Drug Metabolism and Body Distribution  

 Drug Stability  

 History  

 Information Processing and Literature  

 Institutional Pharmacy Practice  

 Investigational Drugs  

 Legislation, Laws, and Regulations  

 Methodology and Drug Testing  

 Pharmaceutical Chemistry  

 Pharmaceutical Technology  

 Pharmaceutics  

 Pharmacoeconomics  

 Pharmacognosy  

 Pharmacy Practice  

 Pharmacology  

 Sociology, Economics, and Ethics  

 Toxicity  

Date Coverage Update Frequency 

1970 - present Bi-weekly  

  

Geographic Coverage Document Types 

International  Directories  

 Newsletters  

 Chemical Substances  

 Meeting Abstracts 

Publisher 

International Pharmaceutical Abstracts is provided by Thomson Reuters. Questions concerning file content should be 
directed to Global Contacts at http://www.scientific.thomson.com/techsupport.  
 
Terms & Conditions 

 
In addition to the Dialog Standard Terms & Conditions, the following provider terms and conditions also apply. 

This data is copyrighted by Thomson Reuters. Thomson Reuters represents that the database provided hereunder was 
formulated with a reasonable standard of care, and in conformance to professional standards in the field. Except with 
respect to the foregoing and as otherwise specifically provided in this agreement, Thomson Reuters makes no 
representations or warranties, express or implied, including but not limited to, any implied warranty of merchantability or 
fitness for a particular purpose, with respect to such database and specifically disclaims all such warranties and 
representations. 

 

http://www.scientific.thomson.com/techsupport
http://support.dialog.com/terms
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Notes:  

Field codes may be used in searches entered on the Basic Search, Advanced Search and Command Line Search pages.  
The tools available for searching are Search Fields, Limit Options, Browse Fields, “Narrow Results By” Limiters and 

Look Up Citation.  Each is listed separately below.  Some data can be searched using more than one tool. 

SEARCH FIELDS 

Field name Field 
code 

Example Selectable 
from 
Advanced 
Search Form 
drop-down 

Available 
as Limit 
Option 

Available 
Look up / 
Browse 

Displayed 
in 
Document  
View 

Description and 
Notes 

Abstract AB ab(diabetes) 
ab(hepatotoxicity 
and tuberculosis) 
ab(muscular 
NEAR/4 tissue) 
ab(“muscular 
tissue”) 

Yes Yes No Yes Use Adjacency 

and/or Boolean 

operators to 

narrow search 

results.  

Accession number  AN an(24-11187) No No No Yes A unique 
document 
identification 
number assigned 
by the information 
provider, Thomson 
Reuters. 

All fields ALL 
 

all(diabetes) 
all(“muscular 
tissue”) 
all(muscular 
NEAR/4 tissue) 
all(medical* AND 
coma) 

Yes No No Yes Use Adjacency 
and/or Boolean 
operators to 
narrow search 
results. 

Author AU au(seidel, p r) Yes No Yes Yes Includes all 
Authors.  Look Up 
list available.   
NOTE: Author 
name is searched 
with an implied 
proximity operator 
of NEAR: peter 
smith-jones is 
searched as “peter 
near/1 smith 
near/1 jones” 

First Author FAU fau(kollef, m h) No No Yes Yes Use First author to 
find only the first 
author of the 
document.  
Additional authors 
will not be 
searched in this 
case. 
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Author affiliation AF af("univ calif los 
angeles med ctr") 

Yes No No Yes Includes as much  
data as is available  
in the original 
document – such as 
department, 
organization,  
address, city, state, 
country, author email, 
etc. 

CAS® Registry Number 
 

RN rn(29031-19-4), 
rn("glucosamine 
sulfate") 

No No No Yes Searches the CAS 
Registry Number 
and the Registry 
Name. 

AHFS Pharmacologic 
Therapeutic 
Classification name or 
Classification code 
 

CC cc("drug 
evaluation"), 
cc(6) 

Yes No No Yes Search using 
either the 
Classification name 
or code. 
 

Coden CODEN CODEN(DDIPD8) 

 

No No No Yes  

Document title TI ti(hiv and women) 
ti(hiv NEAR/3 
women) 

Yes No No Yes Use Adjacency 
and/or Boolean 
operators to 
narrow search 
results. 

Document type DTYPE dtype(article) No Yes No Yes  

Generic name GN gn(rifampin) No No No No  

ISSN ISSN issn(0149-5992) 
issn(00368075) 

No No No Yes Use of hyphen is 
optional.  Also 
searchable via the 
Look Up Citation 
tool. 

Issue ISS iss(12) 
iss(feb) 

No No No Yes Also searchable 
via the Look Up 
Citation tool. 

Journal name JN jn(journal of clinical 
pharmacy) 

No No No Yes Use PUB for all 
Publication titles.  
Look Up list is 
available for 
Publication title 
(PUB). 

Language LA la(french) No Yes No Yes Language in which 
the document was 
originally 
published. 

Last update date LUPD lupd(20110101) 
lupd(20110101-
20110531) 
lupd(>=20110101) 

No Yes No Yes  

Number of references NR nr(80) 
nr(<20) 

No No No No  

Pagination PG pg(5-9) No No No Yes The start page is 
searchable on the 
Look Up Citation 
page. 

Publication date PD pd(20081001) 
pd(2008-01-15) 
pd(20110101-
20110531) 

No Yes No Yes  

Publication title PUB pub(british journal 
of clinical 
pharmacology) 

Yes No Yes Yes Look Up list is 
available.  
Title of publication 
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where document 
originally 
appeared, usually 
a periodical title. 

Publication type RTYPE rtype(article) No Yes No Yes Look Up list is 
available. 

Publication year YR yr(2011) 
yr(2010-2011) 
yr(2010:2011) 

No Yes No Yes May also be 
searched using 
PY. 

Source information SRC src(“aaps journal”) 
src(“aaps journal” 
AND 2010) 

No No No Yes Includes 
Publication title, 
Volume, Issue, 
ISSN, Publication 
date, and 
Pagination.  Also 
searchable via the 
Look Up Citation 
tool. 

Subject SU su("diabetes 
mellitus") 

Yes No Yes Yes Look Up list is 
available. 

Substance SUBST subst(fluoxetine), 
subst(54910-89-3) 

Yes No No Yes Includes all 
substance types 
and names. 

Title (document) TI ti(hiv and women) 
ti(hiv NEAR/3 
women) 

Yes No No Yes Use Adjacency 
and/or Boolean 
operators to 
narrow search 
results. 

Trade names TN tn(rifampicin) No No No Yes Also searchable 
with SUBST. 

Volume VO vo(5) No No No Yes Also searchable 
via the Look Up 
Citation tool. 

 

LIMIT OPTIONS   

Limit options are quick and easy ways of searching certain common concepts. A check box is available for:  

Abstract included 

Short lists of choices are available for: 

Publication type, Document type, Language 

Date limiters are available in which you can select single dates or ranges for date of publication. 

BROWSE FIELDS 

You can browse the contents of certain fields by using Look Up lists. These are particularly useful to validate spellings or 

the presence of specific data. Terms found in the course of browsing may be selected and automatically added to the 

Advanced Search form.  Look Up lists are available in the fields drop-down and in the search options for: 

Author, Publication title, Subject 

If one of those search fields is selected, the Look Up feature appears under the Field code drop-down box.  

 “NARROW RESULTS BY” LIMITERS 



Page 5 

 

When results of a search are presented, the results display is accompanied by a list of “Narrow Results by” options shown 

on the right-hand panel. Click on any of these options and you will see a ranked list showing the most frequently occurring 

terms in your results.  Click on the term to apply it to (“narrow”) your search results. “Narrow Results by” Limiters in 

International Pharmaceutical Abstracts include:  

Author, Language, Publication title, Subject, Classification, Document type, and Publication date 

LOOK UP CITATION   

If you need to trace a particular bibliographic reference, use the Look Up Citation feature. Find a link to this towards the 

top left-hand corner of the Advanced Search page; click this and you will go to a form where you can enter any known 

details of the citation, including:  

Document title, Author, Journal name, Volume, Issue, Page, Publication date, ISSN 

 

 

 

Contact the Dialog Knowledge Center 

Within North America 1 800 3 DIALOG (334 2564)  

Outside North America 00 800 33 DIALOG (33 34 2564)  

Email: Customer@dialog.com 

mailto:Customer@dialog.com

